Thackston on Diseases [Jcnb, the orbiter processes constituting their roofs, the cheeks their external, and the nasal plate of the superior maxilla their internal parietes. In the nasal plate is found a hole, through which the mucous secretion of the antrum is discharged; these sinuses are lined by a continuation of the schneiderian or pituitary membrane of the nose. There is then between them, the nose, the organ in which the sense of smell is located, and through which the process of respiration is principally carried on, immediately above them, the organs of vision; and below them, those of mastication.
From this hasty glance at the important organs, contiguous to the antral sinuses, the importance of the various diseases to which they are subject may be appreciated, and the injury that may result from them, to the parts, above mentioned. I do not at the present time propose taking up all the diseases incident to these cavities, but only to examine in detail those which are most frequently met with. I shall however at the same time take a hasty glance at some of those forms of disease, which occasionally develope themselves in one or both antra, and which are dependent upon a specific constitutional diathesis. The various forms of carcinoma as fungus hcematodes, fyc. belong to this class, and by a reference to the pathology of these affections it would seem that after their full development, (and it is rarely till then that they attract attention) it is seldom that any advantage results from interference with them. In the first or almost inceptive stage, when the local affection consists of nothing more than a small circumscribed tumour, its total eradication, together with all the contiguous parts which may be at all affected, will sometimes cure the disease and afford the patient an opportunity of dying of some less loathsome and horrible malady. But the same tendency which at first determines its development, still exists, and the constitutional vices upon which it is dependent often lurk too securely in the system to be reached or eradicated by any means with which the art of medicine is at present possessed. The symptoms of muco-purulent secretion, when produced by catarrh, are generally slight temporary uneasiness, perhaps pain, of a dull heavy character, which readily passes off upon the application of a few leeches to the cheek, followed by anodyne fomentations, or the injection of some bland fluid into the sinus, through the nasal opening, if practicable. For this purpose tincture of myrrh diluted with tepid water, will, in most instances, be all that is necessary. But where the disease evidences a disposition to take on a more aggravated form, the dull heavy pain increases, occasionally lancinating paroxysms shoot from the maxillary tuberosity to the upper and interior part of the nose, the pulse is hard and hurried, the bowels constipated, the cheek becomes turgid, sometimes spots or blotches of a florid colour appear, great pain is experienced on pressing the parts, and unless the [June, mucoug membrane or periosteum of the antrum, the subjacent bone becomes thickened by continual ossific matter, the membrane also becomes thickened and in some instances the whole cavity becomes nearly or quite filled ; if suffered to progress, the destruction of the contiguous parts will ensue, and the ultimate termination of course be fatal. This kind of tumour may be distinguished by its heaviness or the sense of weight which the patient experiences, gives but little pain at first and is consequently not soon noticed. When it attains to considerable size the pressure upon the walls of the sinus will of course produce more or less pain, as the pressure may be slight or considerable. The treatment will consist in the removal of the whole of the diseased mass, and the destruction of any part of the membrane by the cautery, which evidences a diseased tendency. This operation, will be subsequently described. The parts may then be restored to health by the same course of treatment advised for muco-purulent secretion. I will now pass on to the consideration of a species of tumour sometimes found in the antrum, 
